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“With prior classes, I knew discussions posts could get monotonous, so I thought doing 
this would prevent that as well as improve the learning experience.” 
 
“Overall, I am really glad that we got assigned co-facilitators, not only for the ease of the 
assignment but also for the support 



comments to their peers’ postings, offering practical solutions, encouraging 
peer participation, arousing curiosity etc.) 

4. Model politeness and respect using netiquette 
5. Support their peers’ understanding with their substantive comments and 

non-judgmental responses 

Provide authentic examples of co-facilitation 

Students ask for concrete examples of how they should be co-facilitating a discussion, 
what language they should use, how they should approach a peer comment or 
question, etc. Give them a few examples such as the following: 

That’s a great point! I hadn’t thought of it that way. I definitely would agree that 
engagement is a



your online courses so that your students engage more meaningfully and deeply with 
the content. They may also find themselves interacting more purposefully with their 
peers and working hard to support one another during their online learning journeys. 
And remember, when you assign your online students as facilitating leaders of specific 
discussion threads, they take greater ownership of those discussions, making them 
much more likely to truly engage with the learning content (Picciano, 2019).  

 
Murat Turk is a graduate research and teaching assistant, and a digital learning 
designer teaching online courses at the University of Oklahoma. He designs and 
implements online courses based on social-collaborative and social-constructivist 
learning principles. He is also doing research on online presence, student motivation, 
and engagement in online learning environments.  
 

References (APA 7th) 
 
Milman, N. B. (2014). Scaffolding student facilitation of online discussions.  Distance 
Learning for Educators, Trainers, and Leaders, 11(4), 25–
27. https://www.usdla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Vol.-11-No.-4-2014.pdf 
Milman, N. B., Hillarious, M., & Walker, B. (2012). An exploratory qualitative analysis 
of graduate student learning and division of labor resulting from student cofacilitation 
of an asynchronous online discussion. Quarterly Review of Distance Education, 13(2), 
51-64. 
https://jgregorymcverry.com/readings/milmanhillariouswalker2012onlinediscussion
s.pdf 
Picciano, A. G. (2019). Online education: Foundations, planning, and pedagogy. 
Routledge. 
Xie, K., & Ke, F. (2011). The role of students’ motivation in peer-moderated 
asynchronous online discussions. British Journal of Educational Technology, 42(6), 
916–930. Professional Development Collection. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
8535.2010.01140.x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/online-education/online-student-engagement/co-facilitated-discussions-to-truly-
engage-your-online-students-with-course-
content/?st=FFdaily;sc=FF210421;utm_term=FF210421&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_co ntent=Co
-Facilitated+Discussions+to+Truly+Engage+Your+Online+Students+with+Course+Content&utm_campaign=FF210421  

 

https://www.usdla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Vol.-11-No.-4-2014.pdf
https://jgregorymcverry.com/readings/milmanhillariouswalker2012onlinediscussions.pdf
https://jgregorymcverry.com/readings/milmanhillariouswalker2012onlinediscussions.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8535.2010.01140.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8535.2010.01140.x

